Parshas Ki Savo
The Chosen People – Rulin� The Worl�
MoshereiteratestothepeopletheresponsibilitytheytookonwhentheyagreedthecovenantatSinai:
ה- אֶ ת.נַפְ ֶשָׁך-לְ בָ בְ ָך ּובְ כָ ל- בְ ּכָ ל,הַ ִמ ְּשׁפָ ִּטים; וְ ָשׁמַ ְרתָ ּ וְ עָ ִשׂיתָ  אוֹתָ ם-הַ חֻ ִקּים הָ אֵ ֶלּה–וְ אֶ ת- ה אֱ ֹלהֶ יָך ְמצַ וְ ָּך ַלעֲׂשוֹת אֶ ת,הַ ּיוֹם הַ זֶ ּה
לִ ְהיוֹתלוֹלְ עַ ם,וַ ההֶ אֱ ִמ ְירָךהַ ּיוֹם.ֹיוּומ ְשׁפָ ּטָ יו–וְ לִ ְשׁמֹעַ בְ ּקֹלו
ִ
ָּיוּומ ְצוֹת
ִ וְ לִ ְשׁמֹרחֻ ָק,ֵאֹלהיםוְ ָללֶכֶ תבִ ְּד ָרכָ יו
ִ לִ ְהיוֹתלְ ָךל:הַ ּיוֹם,ּ ָהֶ אֱ מַ ְרת
קדֹׁשלה-ם
ָ ַָארת;וְ לִ ְהי ְֹתָךע
ֶ ְּולְ ֵשׁםּולְ ִתפ,לִ ְת ִה ָלּה,הַ ּגוֹיִ םאֲ ֶשׁרעָ ָשׂה-עַ לכָ ּל,ּולְ ִת ְתָּךעֶ לְ יוֹן.מ ְצוֹתָ יו-ּל
ִ ָכ,לְָך;וְ לִ ְשׁמֹר-דּבֶ ּר,ׁר
ִ כַ ּאֲ ֶש,ְס ֻג ָלּה
ׁרדּבֵ ּר
ִ כַ ּאֲ ֶש,–אֱ ֹלהֶ יָךToday,HashemyourGodcommandsyoutoperformtheselawsandstatutes;toguardandkeep
them–withallyourheartandsoul.RegardingHashemyouhavesaidtoday,thatHewillbeaGodtoyou;thatyou
willwalkinhisways,tokeephislawsandstatutes;andlistentoHisvoice.
Hashemhassaidofyouthisday,foryoutobeaChosenPeopleforHim,asHehassaidtoyou;andyouwillkeep
Hismitzvos.AndHewillplaceyousupreme,aboveallthenationsHemade;forpraise,honourandglory,thatyou
wouldbeaholynationdedicatedtoHim,aswassaid.(26:16-19)
Theformerpartrelatestoourcommitmenttotherelationship,andthelatter,Hashem’scommitmenttous.The
transitionthough,isquitedifficult:מ ְצוֹתָ יו-ּל
ִ ָכ,לְָך;וְ לִ ְשׁמֹר-דּבֶ ּר,ׁר
ִ כַ ּאֲ ֶש,םס ֻג ָלּה
ְ ַלִ ְהיוֹתלוֹלְ ע,–וַ ההֶ אֱ ִמ ְירָךהַ ּיוֹםHashem
hassaidofyouthisday,foryoutobeaChosenPeopleforHim,asHehassaidtoyou;andyouwillkeepHis
mitzvos.
TheopeningisclearlyHashemspeakingofus,buttheendingisclearlybacktoourcommitment.Howisadherence
toTorahrelatedtobeingcalledםס ֻג ָלּה
ְ ַ?עWhosecommitmentisthisabout?Andwhatisthesupremacygrantedas
aresult?
RabbeinuBachyeteachesthatbeingcalledםס ֻג ָלּה
ְ ַ“–עchosen”–isnotwhatitseemsatfacevalue.Itisnotastatus
wearebornwith;itisatitleearned,anachievement,thatwehavetostrivetowards.
Inasimilarvein,amandoesnotmaketheblessingשעשניאישthewayawomansays–שעשניכרצונוbecause–איש
totrulybea“man”–iswhatwespendourlivesstrivingtowards.
Sotoowithcircumcision,thefirstmitzvaanewbornispartyto,isamicrocosmoftheJewishmission;perfecting
whatwehavewitheverythingwearegiven,workingtowardstheultimategoalofperfection.
RabbeinuBachyesaysthattheentireversepertainstoourcommitment–,לְָך;וְ לִ ְשׁמֹר-דּבֶ ּר,ׁר
ִ כַ ּאֲ ֶש,םס ֻג ָלּה
ְ ַלִ ְהיוֹתלוֹלְ ע
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מ ְצוֹתָ יו-ּל
ִ ָ – כwe just have to earn it.
So being chosen is in fact a bestowing of responsibility, but is in turn rewarded with being הַ ּגוֹיִ ם- עַ ל כָ ּל,– עֶ לְ יוֹן
supreme over the other nations.
R Shamshon Refael Hirsch writes how when the responsibilities are met, the world becomes a better place. The
world is damaged, and being better people bring harmony back, repairing it.
Adam was commanded to “conquer” the world, when he was still all alone. His conquest would be through
exercising his free will to listen to God; this is how all the animals knew to come to him to be named – they
perceived godliness in him.
The same is true of Yakov – the Torah emphasises how he left Beersheba and went to Charan. The former seems
redundant – it should only matter that he arrived somewhere. Clearly, his departure does matter. When someone
righteous leaves or goes somewhere, the environment and atmosphere of the place fundamentally change.
There is a story told of a young Chafetz Chaim, who saw the ills of the world, and decided to change the world.
Seeing that the task was too monumentally large, he changed his mind, and set out to change his community. After
seeing that this too was impossible, he downgraded his ambitions again, and decided that if he could not make them
better, he’d start with the man in the mirror.
And by making himself better, he really did change the world.
R Hirsch teaches that by being better people, the world becomes a better place. There is famine, war, child slavery
and kidnapping in the world, and while people attempt to deal with the symptoms, it is ultimately futile if humans
aren’t more humane.
This is also what we mean when we make brachos, when we say  ;אשר קדשנו במצוותיוand what we mean we say
 אתה בחרתנוon Yomim Tovim – וקדשתנו במצוותיך.
The Torah assures us that perfection of the world comes through perfection of ourselves. Introduce a little more
humility, kindness and gratitude into your life; and a little less being mundane and materialistic. The world around
you may just change.

The Senses
As part of Moshe’s final speech, he recounts what the Jews went through on their journey through the desert, and
how central the Torah was to how they perceived reality:
,עֲבָ ָדיו- לְ פַ ְרעֹה ּולְ כָ ל,אֲ ֶשׁר עָ ָשׂה יְ הוָ ה לְ עֵ ינֵיכֶ ם בְ ּאֶ ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַריִ ם- אֵ ת כָ ּל, ַאתֶ ּם ְר ִאיתֶ ם: וַ ֹיּאמֶ ר אֲ לֵהֶ ם,יִ ְש ָׂראֵ ל-כָ ּל-וַ יִ ְּק ָרא מ ֶֹשׁה אֶ ל
 וְ עֵ ינַיִ ם לִ ְראוֹת וְ ָאזְ נַיִ ם,נָתַ ן יְ הוָ ה לָכֶ ם לֵב ל ַָדעַ ת- וְ ֹלא. הָ הֵ ם,מּפְ ִתים הַ גְ ּדֹלִ ים
ֹ ַאתֹת וְ ה
ֹ ָ עֵ ינֶיָך–ה, אֲ ֶשׁר ָראּו, הַ גְ ּדֹֹלת, הַ מַ ּּסוֹת.ַֹארצו-ל
ְ
ָּולְ כ
 הַ ּיוֹם הַ זֶ ּה, עַ ד, ַשמֹע
ׁ ְ ִ – לAnd Moshe called all the Jews, and said to them: “You saw all that Hashem did in Egypt, with
your own eyes, to Paroh, his servants, and his land. The great miracles and signs; you saw. Hashem didn’t give you
a heart to understand, eyes to see, nor ears to hear, until this day.” (29:1-3)
Rashi elaborates that  עַ ד הַ ּיוֹם הַ זֶ ּהrefers when Moshe wrote the Torah in the form we have it, and give it to the
Levi’im, who were the tribe entrusted with the responsibility of safeguarding and teaching Torah. What changed
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then, that he recognised in them understanding and perception?
Rashi explains that when Moshe gave his Torah to the Levi’im, the other Jews protested them being singled out for
keeping it, with the worry that perhaps Levi could exclude the other tribes with their monopoly. When Moshe saw
their passion and the esteem in which they held the Torah, he praised them.
R’ Leib Salomon inquires what the line of protest may have been. They couldn’t be be concerned that perhaps Levi
would misappropriate the Torah for themselves; because how could they? Levi are clearly delineated for public
service – would would they serve?
R’ Matisyahu Salomon explains that they were not concerned about an exclusive claim to mitzva performance, but
the capacity to be a Torah scholar. When Moshe saw people fighting for the right to study the Torah, he understood
how much the Torah meant to them.
R’ Matisyahu points out that “The great miracles and signs you saw” were not enough to persuade Moshe that they
had ַ וְ עֵ ינַיִ ם לִ ְראוֹת וְ ָאזְ נַיִ ם לִ ְשׁמֹע, – לֵב ל ַָדעַ תit was their desire and passion for Torah that precipitated this realisation.
Seeing miracles don’t makes someone a true ambassador of God; it is the struggle, the toil, that comes with
intensive Torah study that transforms a Jew; which Moshe called the heart, eyes and ears.
Without it, we are dull, deaf, dumb, blind, and insensitive.

The Choice
The Jews were assembled on two mountains, Grizim and Eival, for blessings and curses contingent on their
observance of the Torah. The tribes were split and ascended the respective mountains as instructed. The people
on each peak then answered in unison to the other peak, in a kind of very loud conversation spanning mountains:
- וְ אֵ ֶלּה יַעַ ְמדּו עַ ל. וְ יִ ָשּׂשכָ ר וְ יוֹסֵ ף ּובִ ְני ִָמן,יהּודה
ָ
ִ ִש ְׁמעוֹן וְ לֵוִ י ו:הַ ַי ְּר ֵדּן- אֶ ת, בְ ּעָ בְ ְרכֶ ם,הַ ר גְ ִּרזִ ים- עַ ל,הָ עָ ם-אֵ ֶלּה יַעַ ְמדּו לְ בָ ֵרְך אֶ ת
 ּוזְ בּולֻן ָדּן וְ נַפְ תָ ּלִ י,ָאשׁר
ֵ ְ ְראּובֵ ן ָגּד ו: בְ ּהַ ר עֵ יבָ ל,ק ָללָה
ּ ְ ַ – הThese tribes will ascend to bless the people, from Har Grizim,
(…), and these are the tribes that will ascend for the curse, on Har Eival (…). (27:12-13)
The instructions are not identical. The people blessing ascended “to bless” actively – הָ עָ ם-יַעַ ְמדּו לְ בָ ֵרְך אֶ ת, whereas
the people answering curses ascended “for the curse” – ק ָללָה
ּ ְ ַה- – יַעַ ְמדּו עַ לpassively. Why the disparity?
The Kli Yakar explains that curses can only only result from human action. The nature of reality is that all order
disintegrates into chaos; and God protects people from this. If people create a distance between themselves and
God, bad things may well happen, but it is not a new reality; rather it is due to their protector being masked. The
lack of blessing is the curse. When a person feels a distance between them and God, it is not God who has gone
anywhere.
But this is not a fixed situation. In Moshe’s opening words to the people at the mountains, he says:
נַפְ ֶשָׁך-לְ בָ בְ ָך ּובְ כָ ל- בְ ּכָ ל,הַ ִמ ְּשׁפָ ִּטים; וְ ָשׁמַ ְרתָ ּ וְ עָ ִשׂיתָ אוֹתָ ם-הַ חֻ ִקּים הָ אֵ ֶלּה–וְ אֶ ת- ה אֱ ֹלהֶ יָך ְמצַ וְ ָּך ַלעֲׂשוֹת אֶ ת, – הַ ּיוֹם הַ זֶ ּהOn this
day, Hashem your God commands you to keep these statutes and laws, and you will guard them and perform them,
with all your heart and soul. (26:16)
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This is monumental in its context, but equally so today. Rashi notes the use of the present tense; indicating that the
same obligations exist every day, no different to the day the Torah and mitzvos were first accepted.
The curse, or lack of blessing, is dynamic. Anything can change, so the commitment has to be constantly fresh –
 – הַ ּיוֹם הַ זֶ ּהtoday is a new day. Be all you can be.

Anchor of the Universe
Bikkurim is a fundamental mitzva. Rashi at the very beginning of the Torah notes that one of the ways the world is
perpetuated is through this mitzva.
This is probably quite surprising to learn. Why is it so fundamental?
The answer is exceedingly simple: it is a microcosm of the entire corpus of Judaism.
Someone acquires a plot of land; weeds it; ploughs; sows; prunes; weeds some more; reaps; dries; processes…
And so on. A phenomenal amount of labour and energy is expended to produce something to eat or sell. This
mitzva teaches that credit is not due to the farmer. The first thing that flowers and sprouts is taken to Jerusalem, and
given to the Kohanim, and part of the presentation ceremony requires him to say, “Thank You, God, for the land
and fruit that you have given me,”.
This illustrates that no matter what mankind’s status is; whatever it took to bring home the daily bread; ultimately
everything is sourced from Above.
This incorporates kindness, gratitude, faith and humility. If the world was full of kind, humble, grateful, faithful
people; wouldn’t the world be magnificently beautiful? It shouldn’t be so surprising then, that bikkurim is one of
the reasons justifying the entire Creation.

All about Appreciation
When a farmer presents bikkurim to the attending kohen, there is a prescribed dialogue that must take place,
tracking the early history of the Jewish people:
 וַ ָי ֵּרעּו אֹתָ נּו. לְ גוֹי ָגּדוֹל עָ צּום וָ ָרב,שׁם-י
ָ  וַ ָ ּיגָר ָשׁם בִ ְּמתֵ י ְמעָ ט; וַ יְ ִה, וַ ֵי ֶּרד ִמ ְצ ַריְ מָ ה, אֲ ַר ִמּי אֹבֵ ד ָאבִ י,וְ עָ נִיתָ וְ ָאמַ ְרתָ ּ לִ פְ נֵי ה אֱ ֹלהֶ יָך
.לַחֲ צֵ נּו-עֲמָ לֵנּו וְ אֶ ת-עָ ְניֵנּו וְ אֶ ת- וַ ַי ְּרא אֶ ת,קלֵנּו
ֹ -ה אֱ ֹלהֵ י אֲ בֹתֵ ינּו; וַ יִ ְּשׁמַ ע ה אֶ ת- אֶ ל, וַ ִנ ְּצעַ ק. ֲעב ָֹדה ָק ָשׁה, וַ יְ עַ ּנּונּו; וַ יִ ְּתּנּו עָ לֵינּו,הַ ִמ ְּצ ִרים
,ָארץ הַ ֹזּאת
ֶ ָה-לָנּו אֶ ת-הַ מָ ּקוֹם הַ זֶ ּה; וַ יִ ּתֶ ּן- אֶ ל, וַ יְ בִ אֵ נּו. ּובְ מֹפְ ִתים, ּובְ מ ָֹרא ָגּדֹל–ּובְ אֹתוֹת, בְ ּיָד חֲ זָ ָקה ּובִ זְ רֹעַ נְטּויָה, ִמ ִמ ְּצ ַריִ ם,וַ ּיו ִֹצאֵ נּו ה
 לִ פְ נֵי ה, ָ וְ ִה ְשׁתַ ּחֲ וִ ית, לִ פְ נֵי ה אֱ ֹלהֶ יָך,ֹ ה; וְ ִה ַנ ְּחּתו,נָתַ תָ ּה לִ ּי- אֲ ֶשׁר,אשׁית פְ ִּרי הָ אֲ ָדמָ ה
ִ ר-ת
ֵ ֶאתי א
ִ ֵ ִה ֵנּה הֵ ב, וְ עַ תָ ּה.אֶ ֶרץ זָ בַ ת חָ לָב ְּודבָ ׁש
לְ ָך- אֲ ֶשׁר נָתַ ן,הַ ּטוֹב- וְ ָשׂמַ ְחתָ ּ בְ כָ ל. – אֱ ֹלהֶ יָךYou will answer and say before your God, “The Aramean pursued my father,
and he descended to Egypt, and dwelled there, where he became a nation, great and many. Egypt evilly afflicted
us, and they gave us hard labour. We cried out to Hashem, God of our fathers, and He heard our cries, and saw our
suffering and affliction.
He extracted us from Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, with great wonders and miracles; and
brought us to this place. He gave us this land, flowing with milk and honey. And now, see I have brought my first
fruit, which God has granted me, and I place it before God,”.
He shall place it before God and bow, and rejoice at all the good he has been given. (26:5-11)
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On Pesach, part of the above is quoted in the Haggada, which tracks the development of the Jewish people. This
is odd – the actual events are recorded in Shemos, this is only a paraphrase of events there; and not about leaving
Egypt at all!
Why does the Haggada quote from bikkurim and not from its proper historical place?
The Sefer HaChinuch explains that the mitzva on Pesach of reciting the story of the exodus is not limited to just
telling the story; it must be contextualised with an angle of gratitude, which the historical sections do not have.
Bikkurim is self-evidently about gratitude for the Land of Israel, which has extra special value in the context of
liberation from Egypt. So, in reality, discussing Egypt makes a lot of sense in the context of how appreciative we
are for the Land; and it also makes sense for the Haggada to quote from somewhere out of place to display gratitude.
Proper gratitude can be learned from the laws of the thanksgiving offering – the Korban Toda.
Along with the animal offering, there were 40 accompanying loaves of bread, with very little burnt or taken by the
kohen. They are essential parts of the offering, and are subject to the laws of leftovers – if not consumed by the
following morning, they must be destroyed.
This is an impossible task for the owner. Clearly, he is not meant to eat an entire animal and 40 loaves of bread on
his own. This is a feast – one he needs to invite many guests to.
The aspect of gratitude this evidently imparts is the innate requirement to publicise it. The Korban Pesach is
identical – an entire roast animal that is to be consumed after a full meal, in a tiny amount of time, before midnight.
To avoid issues with leftovers problems you need to invite lots of guests and tell them about Egypt – which is
precisely how the Seder begins.
The Korban Pesach is essentially a national Korban Toda – brought on release from jail; crossing a sea; crossing
a desert; and recovery from illness. The Jews were in bondage and released from Egypt; went through the sea;
through the desert, and when the Jews stood at Sinai, they were cured from all ailments.
To really contextualise what gratitude entails, the concluding pasuk in Bikkurim says that וְ ָשׂמַ ְחתָ ּ בְ כָ ל הַ ּטוֹב אֲ ֶשׁר נָתַ ן
 – לְ ָך ה אֱ ֹלהֶ יָך ּולְ בֵ יתֶ ָךyou should rejoice in all Hashem does for you. One just one blanket ‘thank you’, but thank Him
 – בְ כָ ל הַ ּטוֹבfor each thing individually!
Gratitude means so much more when it is spelled out properly.
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