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On certain special milestones, a blessing called שהחיינו is made, that thanks Hashem for the opportunity of living 
to see the momentous event. The completion of the Torah cycle on Simchas Torah seems to fit the criteria of such 
a milestone event, yet it is not said. Why not?

It isn’t said on Shavuos either, which commemorates the Torah being received, because the blessing of שהחיינו is 
only said at conclusions – Shavuos is only the beginning.

R Shlomo Farhi points out that the first word in the Torah is בראשית, and the last, ישראל. The first and last letters 
in the Torah spell out the anagram לב – heart. The Gemara says that what God wants from us is an emotional 
commitment.

But in the correct order, it also spells out בל, as in בלבל or מבלבל, meaning “confusion” or “mixed up”. When we 
look at the ocean of Torah looking forwards, it is בלבל – uncharted and unknown territory. But looking back, it is 
.A cycle is never isolated – every new cycle lends further light on previous cycles, and new insights abound .לב

Truly, this lends light on the adage that the Torah never finishes, and we immediately start again from the beginning. 
There is truly no end, only a constant battle against בלבל by way of לב, finishing again. And again. And again.

The job is never done, never finished, and as such, no שהחיינו is made – or in other words, there’s no והגיענו! 
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